journal to Stella

LITTER XXII

I don't know how, and this goes on very slow; 'tis a week
to-morrow since I began it. I am a poor country gentle-
man, and don't know how the world passes. Do you
know that every syllable I write I hold my lips just for
all the world as if I were talking in our own little language
to MD. Faith, I am very silly; but I can't help it for my
life. I got home early to-night. My solicitors,13 that used
to ply me every morning, knew not where to find me;
and I am so happy not to hear Patrick^ Patrick^ called a
hundred times every morning. But I lookt backward, and
find I have said this before. What care I ? go to the deanj
and roast the oranges.
5. I dined to-day with my friend Lewis, and we were
deep in politicks how to save the present ministry; for I
am afraid of Mr. secretary, as I believe I told you. I went
in the evening to see Mr. Harley; and, upon my word,
I was in perfect joy. Mr. secretary was just going out of
the door; but I made him come back, and there was the
old Saturday Club, lord keeper, lord Rivers, Mr. secre-
tary, Mr. Harley and I; the first time since his stabbing.14
Mr. secretary went away; but I staid till nine, and made
Mr. Harley shew me his breast, and tell all the story: and
I shewed him the archbishop of Dublin's letter,1* and
defended him effectually. We were all in mighty good
humour. Lord keeper and I left them together, and I
walkt here after nine two miles, and I found a parson
drunk fighting with a seaman, and Patrick and I were so
wise to part them, but the seaman followed him to Chelsea,
cursing at him, and the parson slipt into a house, and I
know no more. It mortified me to see a man in my coat
so overtaken. A pretty scene for one that just came from
sitting with the prime ministers: I had no money in my
pocket, and so could not be robbed. However, nothing
*3 Swift uses the word not of kwyers, but of those who came to beg
some benefit of him.
** Swift mentions this gathering in a letter to Archbishop King of
10 May (Comsf. i. 256).                                   IS See p. 251.